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Moral Philosophy on Gone Baby Gone Movie

Gone Baby Gone applies Kant’s moral philosophy and Sandel’s contrast to large extent.
The movie begins with a four-year-old girl called Amanda, who is abducted in Boston.
Therefore, an investigator named Patrick Kenzie is involved with the case and is later questioned
regarding Remy’s passing. Remy is one of the investigators, and they find that the transcript that
encouraged the trade of Amanda was deceiving (Muhamad, 2018). Patrick drives with Angie, her
business partner and lover, to Doyle’s household looking for the missing reactions. Nevertheless,
they found the girl is there thriving and contented alive with Doyle. The memory is revealed that
the girl’s demise was planned and that Doyle was involved in the deception of kidnapping from

the beginning.

Moreover, Kenzie wants to inform the law enforcement officers. Nonetheless, Doyle
wants to influence him that Amanda should live with them because she is happy and is better
than living with her careless mother. Nevertheless, Patrick decides to call the law enforcement
where the police came and Doyle was imprisoned. Amanda is returned to her mother’s care; this
decision resulted in Patrick losing their relationship with Doyle (Muhamad, 2018). However,
Kenzie visits Amanda after some time and Helene because she was going to leave the town.
Although Helene had no one to leave Amanda with and was organizing to leave her with the
neighbor, Kenzie offered to take care of Amanda. The movie then finishes with Kenzie and

Amanda watching the television.

The concept of Immanuel Kant's moral theory is applied in the movie by Patrick. The
theory is founded on an intrinsic value. Therefore, Kant considers that the only thing that has
moral worth is to do goodwill. And individuals are considered independent rational agents

because they have intrinsic moral worth. Hence, the value of individuals makes them warrant




moral respect. Based on Kant's first premise, Kenzie performed morally because he decided to
return Amanda to her mother. This is the work he was hired to do. Therefore, all investigators
working on a kidnapping case must perform their duty well and return the baby to the owner.
Buda (2018) stated that the first maxim states that one should do the right thing before the good.
This is what Kenzie did. Another Kant’s premise argues that one should constantly treat other
people and ends in themselves but not as a means to their ends (Buda, 2018). Kenzie
demonstrated this when he valued the girl’s self-respect and preserved it an end and not a
means to an end the way all other people did in the movie. Also, the last maxim is that
individuals should act so that they can steadily will to a universal law (Buda, 2018). Kenzie's
decision to take Amanda to her mother indicated ethical rightness and that this behavior should

develop a global law that supervises all detectives in case of a kidnapping case. Kant asks

individuals to test the acceptance of their actions in the world.

Michael Sandel provided the contrast on acting morally. Therefore, based on Sandel’s
first contrast on what is regarded as a fair thing to do is what has the best penalties or results
(Amsler, 2021). In taking Amanda back to her mother, Helene, the actions of Patrick were a fair
thing because he achieved the best results as an investigator. This indicated that he performed the
work that was hired to do, which is finding Amanda. Zehou et al. (2016) stated another Sandel’s
contrast to providing everyone what they deserve despite the consequences. Therefore, Patrick
acted with this contrast because he knew the consequences of informing the police authorities
regarding the Amanda being in Doyle’s home. This decision affected Patrick and Doyle's
relationship and imprisoning Doyle because he wrongfully kidnapped Amanda. The final
contrast from Sandel is the behavior or actions by presenting high moral standards (Amsler,

2021). Kenzie proved virtue in the final act since he categorically decided to do the correct thing




by informing the law enforcement about Doyle concerning the staging of the girl's abduction and

death.
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